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Names Used to Describe Enemies Change With the Winds of War 


The first casualty of war is not truth, 
which generally dies well before hostil 
ities begin. It is language. Consider how 
Iraqi resistance fighters belonging to 
the Fedayeen organization and the 
Baath Party militia have been renamed 
in only a week. 

At first American 
spokespeople referred to 
them using neutral words 
like “irregulars” and “gue- 
rillas,” for even if they are 
not wearing uniforms their 
actions are legal so long as 
they are clearly armed and 
not pretending to be civil- 
ians. But after the first sui- 
cide bomb attack the Pen- 
tagon started calling Iragi 
militiamen “terrorists” 
even if they are fighting in 
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September 11 thanks to the relentless 
juxtaposition of the two in President 
George W. Bush's speeches (though he 
never lies outright by actually saying 
s0). But this cynical manipulation of 
language pales by comparison with 
Saddam's latest change of 
skin 

Saddam Hussein joined 
the Arab Socialist Baath 
(Rebirth) Party as a teenag- 
er, and has shared its secu 
lar and even anti-religious 
views all of his life. But 
Monday, he wrote this in an 
appeal to the Iraqis and the 
broader Arab and Muslim 
worlds: “The aggression . . . 
against the stronghold of 
faith is an aggression on 
religion .. . and on the land 


the open against American SYNDICATED CoLUMMIst Of Islam. Jihad is a duty. 
and British soldiers — and Whoever dies will be re 
US. Defense Secretary warded by heaven . . ..” 

Donald Rumsfeld began to talk about Iraq the stronghold of faith? Jihad as 
“death squads.” a duty? Give us a break. Iraq's Baath 


This change of terms helps to but 
tress the fiction, now believed by 55 
percent of Americans, that Saddam has 
links with the Islamist terrorists of al 
Qaida, Indeed, 42 percent of Americans 
have been tricked into believing that 
Saddam Hussein was responsible for the 
terrorist attacks on the United States on 


Party is modeled on the Eastern Euro- 
pean Communist parties of the 1950s 
(including party militias, torture cham 
bers, and hostility to religion), Saddam's 
hero is Joseph Stalin, not Osama bin 
Laden. But just as Stalin enlisted the 
Russian Orthodox Church in his strug: 
gle against the German invasion in 1941, 


Saddam is willing to ally himself with 
popular Islamic sentiment in his mo 
ment of supreme crisis. 

He has actually done it before, pray 
ing in the great Shia mosque in Kerbala 
(though he himself is of Sunni stock) at 
the height of the war against Iran in 
1985. As a highly politicized and radical 
interpretation of Islam gained ground 
across the Arab world during the 1990s, 
Saddam tried to preempt it with public 
displays of devotion and a lavish pro- 
gram of mosque building. But Islamist 
enthusiasm continued to be a career- 
killer in Baathist circles, and Iraq re- 
mained the most secular of Arab states. 

Now the Iraqi regime faces its grav- 
est crisis, and suddenly it’s all about ji- 
had and the “land of Islam.” And the Is- 
lamists of the Arab world, every bit as 
cynical as Saddam, are willing to let by- 
gones be bygones. 

Iraqi military spokesman Hazim al- 
Rawi declared on Sunday that “martyr- 
dom [suicide] operations will continue 
not only by Iraqis but by thousands of 
Arabs who are coming to Iraq,” and 
sure enough the Palestinian rejectionist 
group Islamic Jihad promptly an 
nounced “the arrival of its first martyr- 
dom attackers in Baghdad ... to fulfill 
the holy duty of defending Arab and 
Muslim land.” They still privately de- 
spise Saddam, but as anger builds 


across the Arab world, Palestinian ex. 
tremists are not going to miss out in a 
chance to associate their cause with 
Iraq's. 

Everybody in this conflict is sailing 
under false colors — and that certainly 
includes the “coalition forces.” The 
United States and Britain always use 
this phrase because it links their enter- 
prise, at least verbally, to the legitimate, 
U.N backed coalition that drove Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait in the 1991 Gulf 
War. That was a genuine coalition of 28 
countries, 13 of them Arab, most of them 
with significant numbers of troops on 
the ground. 

Bush's “coalition” has no U.N, au 
thority because the overwhelming ma: 
jority of U.N. members, including a 
large majority of Security Council 
members, saw an invasion of Iraq before 
the arms inspectors had time to finish 
their work as a wanton act of aggres- 
sion, It includes no Arab or Muslim 
countries except Kuwait. Indeed, not 
one of the non-Western countries that 
did enlist in this coalition of the bullied 
and the bribed has actually sent combat 
troops. 

Several of the European countries 
that the White House claimed as mem- 
bers of the “coalition” turned out not to 
be. Slovenia strenuously protested 
against its inclusion (the State 


Department confused it with Slovakia), 
Croatia denied that opening its airspace 
to U.S. planes made it a member, and the 
Czech Republic still denies that it sup- 
ports the war even though former pres- 
ident Vaclav Havel sent some Czech 
chemical warfare specialists to Kuwait. 
The right-wing governments of Italy 
and Spain publicly back the United 
States, but faced with 90 percent-plus 
popular disapproval for the war can 
make no concrete gesture of support. 

Poland, Romania and Bulgaria sent a 
couple of hundred troops each, but dare 
not commit them to combat because 
their own voters are so strongly op- 
posed. The Antiguas, Angolas and the 
Marshall Islands in the “coalition” stay 
bought, but do nothing. The reality of 
the “coalition” this time is two and a bit 
English-speaking armies — American, 
British, and around 2,000 Australians 
attacking an Arab country all on their 
own. 

The independent Arabic-language 
television network Al-Jazeera started 
out calling the U.S, and British troops by 
their own preferred title, “coalition 
forces,” but now it just refers to them as 
the “invaders” or “occupiers.” Its view: 
ers got fed up with the hypocrisy. 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based in- 
dependent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries, 


Arches National Park Should Not Allow Laissez-Faire Climbing 


In 1927, a gathering of huge com 


mercial tours inside the 


operations is even more trou- 


In that language there lies the 


business expands? What 


would motorized river industry, it was 


sandstone windows in Utah was 
set aside by presidential procla- 
mation and named Arches Na 
tional Monument. Now a na 
tional park, its 75,000 
acres welcome almost 
800,000 tourists a year, 
who come from all 
over the world to look 
with awe. 

This marvelous 
place must be well 
protected by federal 
laws and regulations, 
right? Wrong. 

Arches has an 
Achilles’ heel; in fact, 
two of them: There are 
practically no rules 
regulating technical rock climb- 
ing or commercial day-use oper- 
ations, These loopholes have 
combined to threaten the park's 
mostly untouched back country. 

Since 1999, Arches National 
Park has allowed off-trail tours 
into sensitive locations that in- 
clude technical rappels down 
into a series of canyons. Expan- 
sion bolts, pounded into the rock 
at several sites, provide anchor 
points for some of the rappels. 
Now, a “canyoneering” company 
operates five different 
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park. 

Until 2002, day-use commer- 
cial operations at Arches didn't 
even require a permit. As for the 
park’s climbing pol- 
icy, climbers are 
simply encouraged 
to abide by “a clean 
climbing ethic,” ac- 
cording to a 1988 su- 
perintendent’s 
directive, 

If a visitor walks 
up toa sandstone fin 
and scratches his 
name into it with a 
car key, he'll be 
ticketed and fined. 
But if he pulls out a 
bag of bolts and a hand drill and 
starts pounding them into the 
rock, a park ranger can legally 
do nothing. No other national 
park in southern Utah has sucha 
weak climbing policy. 

The question of unlimited 
commercial back-country 


v 


bling and could have even 
greater long-term consequences. 
Some national parks, such as 
Zion in southwest Utah, recog- 
nize this danger and ban all 
back-country commercial 
operations. 

At Arches, the precedent is 
that almost anything goes. In 
1998, then-superintendent Walt 
Dabney gave his tacit approval to 
a potential tour operator, ex- 
plaining that while “commercial 
technical rock-climbing is pro- 
hibited, commercial canyoneer- 
ing is allowed and managed un: 
der our commercial backpacking 
and hiking regulations.” 

Dabney defined technical 
rock climbing as “ascending or 
descending a rock formation uti- 
lizing rockclimbing equip- 
ment.” He defined canyoneering 
as “cross-country travel involv- 
ing occasional ascending or de- 
scending a rock formation utiliz- 
ing rock-climbing equipment.” 
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Hill Cumorah Pageant Tour 
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jinc.com. 
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HAD IT WITH OVERACTIVE BLADDER? 


Have you had it with those frequent and strong urges that keep you running to the bathroom? 
Are you tired of pills or pads? 


You SHOULD LEARN MORE. 


Local piasiolens 


are studying an investigational 


problem, for, as he put it, the 
distinction between technical 
rock climbing and canyoneering 
“can be ambiguous.” 

To suggest that the: 
mercial tours include “o 
al” rappels as if they were an af- 
terthought is ludicrous. The 
technical rock-climbing aspect 
of the tour is why most people 
take the tour. Clearly, this is a 
commercial, technical rock- 
climbing business. But it sticks 
to the “descending” aspect of the 
climb only, which requires 
much less technical skill than 
going both up and down. 

In 2002, the Park Service at 
Arches began issuing a one-year 
Incidental Business Permit to 
canyoneering companies. The 
permit seemed to ignore con 
cerns raised by its own environ: 
mental screening form, which 
asks for detailed information 
about cumulative impacts. What 
happens, for instance, when a 


stop a company from rapidly 
multiplying the number of tours 
it offers? What would stop a com- 
pany from exploiting every 
back-country region of Arches 
National Park? These questions 
e not been answered, and the 
permit is now up for renewal. 

No one knows for sure how 
canyoneering will change Arch- 
es, but I think there’s a precedent 
for what might happen. Forty 
years ago, the commercial river- 
running industry was in its in. 
fancy. No one dreamed that in a 
short decade or two, commercial 
river use would explode, Motor- 
ized trips through the canyons 
allowed many companies to sig- 
nificantly increase their busi- 
ness and, of course, with in 
creased traffic came increased 
impacts. The silence and peace of 
the river became things of the 


past 
By the time the Park Service 
attempted to deal with the 


too late. It was entrenched, had 
gained political clout, and to this 
day has not been eliminated. The 
river companies are highly reg- 
ulated and yet the Colorado 
River is overused. You can’t run 
thousands of visitors through a 
wilderness and say it's a wilder- 
ness experience. It’s a recre 
ational experience. 

‘That, ultimately, is what can- 
yoneering companies offer. It's 
up to the Park Service and the 
public to decide if intense back: 
country use for fun and profit is 
appropriate for wild lands, It's 
early, but right now the Park 
Service is sliding into a pattern 
it may not be able to change, 


dim Stiles is a contributor to 
Writers on the Range, a service of 
High Country News in Paonia, 
Colorado (hen.org). He pub- 
lishes the bimonthly free newspa- 
per, The Canyon Country 

Zephyr, based in Moab. 
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***KENOTICE**** 
TO WEBER BASIN WATER USERS 


Due to the magnitude of our project, Weber Basin Water will begin charging its secondary 


irrigation lines on April 14, 2003. We expect most of our lines to be charged by April 30, 
2003. Residents should ensure that all valves are closed at this time and their systems are 
prepared to accept water. Residents who fail to close their valves may encounter flooding 
problems, and users are responsible for any water entering their systems. 


Although most areas will be fully charged by April 30, 2003, we encourage you to not use 
your secondary water until it is absolutely necessary and not before May Ist due to 


the drought conditions. 


Due to the last four years of below average run off which has left our reservoirs lower than 
normal, we are restriction all irrigation use to 80% of their normal use and possibility 
of all irrigation water being shut off for the season on October 1, 2003, 


Residential lots with secondary water used on lawns and gardens will be restricted to no 
watering between 10:00 a.m, and 6:00 p.m, every day throughout the irrigation season. 
These restrictions will be strictly enforced. Violators will be sited and will lose 


service for the remainder of the irrigation season, New lawn and landscaping 
allowances will be considered upon request. 


It is the responsibility of the water user to keep their main turn out valves clear from brush 
and shrubs. Any water user who has a pump installed to boost their water pressure should 
install a low water out off switch to avoid pump damage in the event that water service is 

temporarily interrupted or system pressure drops. 


We encourage all users to use wise conservation practices this year. If you would like 
more information on effective lawn watering, please call 771-1677 or visit our web page at 


The First Step Is Your Cali™ 


www, weberbasin.com/conservation/. 
WEBER BASIN WATER 
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 


